Overview of the STEP program
STEP (Studying Toward English Proficiency) was initiated in 2007-2008 and began the following academic year.  It was conceived of as an intensive English program for ELL students who need more time and support than the regular ESL program provides.  It serves students in first through fifth grades, who may have had interrupted or minimal schooling in their home countries.  Some of these students may be newcomers but participation in the program is not defined by how long someone has been in the country.
Students are referred to the program after being tested by the ELL teacher when they register at their first choice school.  If they receive a low score on the W-APT test, (which is given to all new ELL students), they are then referred to STEP and given a more comprehensive test, which indicates if they would be an appropriate candidate for the class.

The goals of STEP are to teach basic skills in reading, writing, learning the alphabet, and the language of math, while gaining basic English skills, before being mainstreamed into a regular classroom.  The curriculum includes an accelerated version of the Fundations program to learn letters and sounds (both Kindergarten and first grade curriculums are covered in one year), the first grade Bridges math curriculum, Readers’ and Workshop, Writers’ Workshop and an introduction to science and the inquiry model.  The social curriculum includes an overview of appropriate behavior in US public schools.

The program was designed as a district program for any students who met the entrance criteria.  

